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Å9 Mio. inhabitants

Å8.4 Mio. ha 

Å4 Mio. hectarsof forest (48 % of the total area)

Ͼ1.173 million solid cubic meters standing stock

Ͼ351 m3/ha (Comparison: Sweden 121 m3/ha, Finland 
90 m3/ha)

ϾOver the past 60 ȅŜŀǊǎ Χforest area increased by about 
300.000 ha (3.5x Berlin) ...wood stock by about 390 
mill. m³

Foto: BMNT / Alexander Haiden
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Austria is a ϦǿƻƻŘ ǇƭŀȅŜǊέ Η

On the national scale

Å Forestry and timber industry secures around 300,000 jobs 

Å Every 15th job is attributable to the forestry and timber industry

Å Sector generates every 17th euro of Austria's gross value added

Å Total value chain achieves a gross value added of over 20 billion euros

On the global scale

Å 2-largest importer of industrial roundwood

Å 6-largest exporter of softwood lumber

Å 8-largest exporter of paperand cardboardproducts

Å 10-largest exporter of wood-based panels 

Source: Economica; FAO
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10 largest commodity flows of sawn softwood in Q1 2022

Austria is twice among the top ten: Exports to Italy (3rd) and Germany (7th)

Green: increasing trade volume          Red: decreasing trade volume
*Source: Holzkurierbased on national authorities, figures in thousand m³ 
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Current challenges
CLIMATE CHANGE
Å Bioticandabiotichazards

MAIN CONFLICTS - PROTECT versus USE 
Å Active management of forests versus biodiversity/species conservation

Å Preservation of forests as carbon reservoirs (carbon farming)

ADDITIONAL USES FOR WOOD provide alternative demand
Å Bioeconomyoffers a multitude of new opportunities

Å Woody biomass ςenergetic use of wood

RAWMATERIAL SUPPLY
Å Costs for active and sustainable forest management versus yield 

Å Infrastructure and logistics (rail, truck)

Efficientandvalue-addingutilization
Å Material sufficiency and circular economy - cascading use

Wood related educationandresearch
Å Architecture, civil engineering, urban planning, dual education, 

applied research 
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Austrian Forest
Fund

Governmental
program
20-24
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-strategy

Austrian Wood 
Initiative

!ǳǎǘǊƛŀΩǎ  ǊŜǎǇƻƴǎŜ to current challenges
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Objectives
1. Compensation of forest owners for loss of value and consequential costs caused by 

climate change, in particular by bark beetle proliferation.

2. Reduction of the infestation of Austrian forests by bark beetles

3. Establishment of climate-smart forests and strengthening forest biodiversity

4. Strengthening the material and energetic use of wood as an active contribution 
to climate protection 

Austrian Forest Fund (ForestFund Act)

Background
ÅThe Forest Fund Act was passed by the National Council on July 7, 2020, and entered into force on 

February 1, 2021

ÅThe Forest Fund comprises 350 million euros

üMeasure 7: Research on ϦǿƻƻŘ Ǝŀǎ ŀƴŘ ōƛƻŦǳŜƭǎά and facilities for the production of wood 
gas and biofuelsĄ 31.5 Million Euros

üMeasure 9: Measures to increase the material use of wood Ą 62 Million Euros
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Austrian Wood Initiative - Objectives

Wood 
Buildings

substitution of 
CO2-intensive 

materials 

Communication 
and awareness 

rising 

Research 
and 
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Creating 
regional jobs
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policy
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Austrian Wood Initiative ςOverview

Austrian Wood Initiative*

Sustainablewood for a sustainableworld

Material Use

wood constructionςbioeconomy

Energetic Use

diesel, gas and hydrogen madefrom
wood

woodpolicy

set of rules

standards

networks

woodPop

CO2 bonus

feasability studies

invitation of tenders 
- guidelines

research

digitalization

systematization

bioeconomy

primary , secondary
and tertiary 
education

continuing
education

events

publicrelations

socialmedia

woodCircle

woodLetter

GOVERNANCE
WOOD 

CONSTRUCTION
INNOVATION EDUCATION COMMUNICATION

researchinfrastructure

instrumentaries

researchprojects focusing
on energyproduction from

wood 

INFRASTRUCTURE RESEARCH

*In coordination (agreement) with the Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technology (BMK).
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New European 
Bauhaus

woodCircle

CO2-bonus
Wood oriented tendersɀ

guidelines

Feasabilitystudies

Socio-economic
analyses

WOOD 
CONSTRUCTION
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CO2 Bonus
Åнл aƛƻΦ ϵ aregrantedto

this purpose
Å65 large-volume Timber

Buildings havebeen
subsidized(21/22)

Storage effect of CO2 - Bonus

The construction sector is 
responsible for:

~ 39% of raw materials

~ 36% of CO2 emissions

~ 40% of solid waste

~ 40% of the total energy
Source: Rawmaterialsscoreboard2016. European comission
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INNOVATION
Bioeconomy

woodCircle

Improvement of
properties - building

with (hard)wood

Solutions for timber 
construction and 

connection technology

Qualification
seminars

Digitalization

Circular Economy

Recycling

Ressource-efficient
wood-hybrid 

materials

Source: pixabay.com/3178666
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EDUCATION
3 Professorships

woodCircle

EducationLAB

Initial and further
education

Doctoral School

Educational and awareness-
raising measures

Source: pixabay.com/man-593333_1920

Support of researchers, 
teachers and trainers
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COMMUNICATION
Brochure

woodCircle

Awareness raising& PR
Events (conferences, climate-
wood days, industrial fairs, 

competitions, etc.)

Campagnes

Film-clips, social-media , 
podcastsetc.

Source: unsplash.com_RyunosukeKikuno
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Source: Alexander Haiden/BML

Energy
woodCircle

Generation of gas (SNG)
hydrogen and fuels from wood

Research infrastructures

Research projects
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GOVERNANCE

woodPoP

Wood Policy

woodCircle

Coordination

Standardization BioeconomyNetwork

Building Codes

Wood Expert 

Advisory Network
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woodPoP

Wood policyςfrom the national to the global level
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Creatingandshapingwood policy

19

Austrian Wood Initiative

European woodPoP

Global woodPoP
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General Focus of woodPoP(European & Global)

20

ÅThe wood policy plattform (woodPoP) will focus on WOOD and WOOD-
BASED related policies and governance elements (regulations, research, 
education, communication, etc.) at different levels

ÅForestry and wood production are interlinked

�� The sustainable production of the renewable resource wood is enabling 
sustainable consumption along the whole wood value chain 

ÅForestryand forest related policies and regulations willnot be the focus!


