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Austria

9 Mio. inhabitants
8.4 Mio. ha
4 Mio. hectars of forest (48 % of the total area)
- 1.173 million solid cubic meters standing stock
- 351 m3/ha (Comparison: Sweden 121 m3/ha, Finland

71% 60% 85% 88% utilisation percentages
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On the national scale 2 DR
* Forestry and timber industry secures around 300,000 jobs ,’?’y"‘

* Every 15th job is attributable to the forestry and timber industry '“a%
.‘

'3
* Sector generates every 17th euro of Austria's gross value added A ?: > _
¢ Total value chain achieves a gross value added of over 20 billion euros L ' gres ¢ Y Y4 e
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3 On the global scale

* 2-largest importer of industrial roundwood

Imports - 5,85 bn. €

Paper, paper
products, paper 1,96
board, viscose

* 6-largest exporter of softwood lumber

Wooden furniture

Pulp, mechanical pulp

* 8-largest exporter of paper and cardboard products

Wooden furniture Particle board, fibre board

* 10-largest exporter of wood-based panels

Pulp, mechanical pulp [ =] 0,25
Particle board, fibre board 0,22

3,37 Round wood,
wood products
incl. sawn wood

Round wood,
wood products 2,23
incl. sawn wood

Source: Economica; FAO
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10 largest commodity flows of sawn softwood in Q1 2022

Austria is twice among the top ten: Exports to Italy (3rd) and Germany (7th)

Schweden

Agypten

Green:increasing trade volume Red: decreasing trade volume

*Source: Holzkurier based on national authorities, fiqures in thousand m3
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Current challenges

CLIMATE CHANGE
* Biotic and abiotic hazards

MAIN CONFLICTS - PROTECT versus USE

i\

¢ Active management of forests versus biodiversity/species conservationf= *jEass

* Preservation of forests as carbon reservoirs (carbon farming)
ADDITIONAL USES FOR WOOD provide alternative demand
* Bioeconomy offers a multitude of new opportunities
*  Woody biomass — energetic use of wood
RAW MATERIAL SUPPLY
* Costs for active and sustainable forest management versus yield
* Infrastructure and logistics (rail, truck)

Efficient and value-adding utilization
* Material sufficiency and circular economy - cascading use

Wood related education and research
* Architecture, civil engineering, urban planning, dual education,
applied research




Austria’s response to current challenges

Austrian Wood | B
Initiative

Austrian Forest
Fund




Background

* The Forest Fund Act was passed by the National Council on July 7, 2020, and entered into force on
February 1, 2021

* The Forest Fund comprises 350 million euros

Objectives

1. Compensation of forest owners for loss of value and consequential costs caused by
climate change, in particular by bark beetle proliferation.

Reduction of the infestation of Austrian forests by bark beetles
Establishment of climate-smart forests and strengthening forest biodiversity

Strengthening the material and energetic use of wood as an active contribution

to climate protection
» Measure 7: Research on "wood gas and biofuels” and facilities for the production of wood

gas and biofuels 2 31.5 Million Euros

» Measure 9: Measures to increase the material use of wood - 62 Million Euros
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Austrian Wood Initiative - Objectives

Optimized
material and
energetic

Creating
regional jobs

Research
and
Innovation

Communication
and awareness
rising

substitution of
CO2-intensive
materials

Creating and
shaping wood

policy

Promotion of
new and
innovative
products and
processes

Fostering
the use of
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Austrian Wood Initiative — Overview

Austrian Wood Initiative™

Sustainable wood for a sustainable world

Material Use

wood construction — bioeconomy

GOVERNANCE CON;’YI'gSCDTION INNOVATION EDUCATION COMMUNICATION

wood policy h 4 d events

CO2 bonus researc primary , secondary p )
set of rules i blic relat

feasability studies digitalization pnd tertiary " I.C e |<.Jns

standards . o education social media
networks |nvnt?ggirlizlfi::]::ders SYsFemat'zamn continuing woodCircle
woodPop oo Educaticn woodLetter

*In coordination (agreement) with the Federal Ministry for Climate Action, Environment, Energy, Mobility, Innovation and Technolo gy (BMK).

Energetic Use

diesel, gas and hydrogen made from
wood

INFRASTRUCTURE RESEARCH

research infrastructure research projects focusing

on energy production from
wood

instrumentaries

bml.gv.at
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CO2-bonus

woodCircle

' New European ‘
\ Bauhaus ‘

"

Wood oriented tenders —
guidelines

Feasability studies
/

Socio-economic
analyses
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The construction sector is
responsible for:

~ 39% of raw materials

~ 36% of Cbz emissions

~ 40% of solid waste

N 4OA of the total | energy

e: Raw materials scoreboard 2016. Europea
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CO2 Bonus
* 20 Mio. € are granted to
this purpose
* 65 large-volume Timber
Buildings have been
subsidized (21/22)
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Solutions for timber .
construction and Quallf!catlon
Improvement of connection technology seminars

properties - building = y
with (hard)wood Gy Digitalization

woodCircle 4
Circular Economy

Recycling

pioeconomy ‘ b B Ressource-efficient
# INNOVATION wood-hybrid

materials

Source: pixabay.com/3178666
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EducationLAB

woodCircle

3 Professorships ’
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Initial and further
education
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EDUCATION

Doctoral School

Support of researchers,
teachers and trainers

Educational and awareness-
raising measures
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Events (conferences, climate-

competitions, etc.)

Awareness raising & PR [ {1 wood days, industrial fairs,
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COMMUNICATION
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Research infrastructures

Generation of gas (SNG)
hydrogen and fuels from wood

Research projects

woodCircle

Source: Alexander Haiden/BML
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woodPoP

Wood policy — from the national to the global level
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Creating and shaping wood policy ‘
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Austrian Wood Initiative

=
s AUSTRIA

Global woodPoP
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General Focus of woodPoP (European & Global)

* The wood policy plattform (woodPoP) will focus on WOOD and WOOD-
BASED related policies and governance elements (regulations, research,
education, communication, etc.) at different levels

e Forestry and wood production are interlinked

— The sustainable production of the renewable resource wood is enabling
sustainable consumption along the whole wood value chain

* Forestry and forest related policies and regulations will not be the focus!

20
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Actions of Austria to upscale wood-policy

* Financing FAO initiatives on Wood

e Sustainable Wood for a Sustainable World
* Replaced with Wood
e Rethink Wood

* Financing a global Pilot Project

 Towards a Global Wood Policy Platform - Sustainable wood for a carbon-neutral bio-

economy
* Lead organization: IUFRO & FAO

e Austria actively supports the Ministerial Call for scaling-up sustainable wood-
based pathways atopted at the XV World Forestry Congress in Korea (May 2022)

21
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Ministerial Call for scaling-up sustainable wood-based pathways
at the XV World Forestry Congress in Korea (May 2022)

Key Messages

* to address the lack of awareness of wood-based pathways;

* to enhance global and regional policy dialogues on wood-based pathways and related
synergies and trade-offs and ways to strengthen investments;

* to improve modalities to promote technical exchange, sharing of experiences and learning in
order to drive innovations, from sustainable forest management and efficient wood value
chains to sustainable wood use;

* to significantly increase the use of sustainable wood-based solutions within Nationally
Determined Contributions by 2030.

22
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AUSTRIAN WOOD INITIATIVE

“Creating a sustainable future with wood”

Download der Broschire unter:
Die Osterreichische Holzinitiative (bml.gv.at)



https://info.bml.gv.at/themen/wald/waldfonds/oesterreichische-holzinitiative.html
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